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HPCSA Mandate

Promoting the health of the population and determining standards

Guiding and regulating the health professions in the country in aspects
pertaining to

» Registration,

» Fducation and fraining

» Professional conduct and

» Fthical behavior

» Continuing professional development

» [Fostering compliance with healthcare standards.




HPCSA Boards

» |2 professional boards
» Genetic Counsellor under
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HEALTH PROFESSIONS ACT 56 OF 1974

REGULATIONS DEFINING THE SCOPE OF THE PROFESSION OF MEDICAL
SCIENCE, 2009

Published under Government Notice R579 in Government Gazette 32244 of 22 May 2009
The Minister of Health has, on the recommendation of and after consultation with the Health

Professions Council of South Africa, in terms of section 33(1), read with section 61(2) of the
Health Professions Act, 1974 (Act No. 56 of 1974), made the regulations in the Schedule

SCHEDULE

Registration & Training

= Regulations in place
® |ntern fraining guidelines

» [Exit assessment is a portfolio of evidence

HEALTH PROFESSIONS ACT 56 OF 1974

REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR REGISTRATION OF

MEDICAL SCIENTISTS, 2009
Published under Government Notice R581 in Government Gazette 32244 of 22 May 2009.
The Minister of Health has, on recommendation of the Health Professions Council of South
Africa, under section 24 of the Health Professions Act, 1974 (Act No. 56 of 1974), made the

regulations in the Schedule.

SCHEDULE

HEALTH PROFESSIONS ACT 56 OF 1974

REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE REGISTRATION OF INTERNS IN MEDICAL
SCIENCE, 2009

Published under Government Notice R578 in Government Gazette 32244 of 22 May 2009.
The Minister of Health has, after consultation with the Health Professions Council of South

Africa, under section 61(1)(e) of the Health Professions Act, 1974 (Act No. 56 of 1974), made
the regulations in the Schedule.

» Application to HPCSA when training commences

SCHEDULE
No. 29079 GO GAZETTE, 4 AUGUST 2006
GOVERNMENT NOTICE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
No.R. 717 4 August 2006

as amended by Government Notice No. R 68 of 2 February 2009.
HEALTH PROFESSIONS ACT, 1974 (ACT NO. 56 OF 1974)

ETHICAL RULES OF CONDUCT FOR PRACTITIONERS REGISTERED UNDER THE HEALTH
PROFESSIONS ACT, 1974

The Health Professions Council of South Africa, in consultation with the professional boards and with the
approval of the Minister of Health, has, under section 49 read with section 61(2) and 61A (2) of the Health
Professions Act, 1974 (Act No. 56 of 1974), made the rules in the Schedule

» |f successful —register as “Independent practice”

HEALTH PROFESSIONS ACT 56 OF 1974

REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE REGISTRATION OF STUDENTS IN MEDICAL
SCIENCE, 2009

Published under Government Notice R580 in Government Gazette 32244 of 22 May 2009.
The Minister of Health has, after consultation with the Health Professions Council of South
Africa, in terms of section 61( 1), read with section 24 of the Health Professions Act, 1974 (Act

No. 56 of 1974), made the regulations in the Schedule.

SCHEDULE



Genetic Counsellors - Independent
Practice

» Register established in1996 — 10 scientists who worked in the field
» ]998 - First Masters trained genetic counsellor

» Currently 28 on reqister

» Nof all currently in South Africa

= Not all practising
» State -8
» Private — 4

» |ndustry - 2




Standards of practice

» Genefic Counsellors South Africa (GCSA) developed
» Formal approval by the board in 2014
Provides practice guidelines

» |n the process of being updated
» Fthical guidelines

» Reciprocity with Europe

STANDARDS OF
PRACTICE FOR
GENETIC
COUNSELLORS

May 2013

Compiled by:
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Competencies

» A Discipline Specific Knowledge (Genetic, Scientific, Medical and
Counselling knowledge)

» B Communication Skills
» C. Critical-Thinking Skills

» D. Inferpersonal, Counselling and Psychosocial Assessment Skills

» [F Professional Ethics and Values
» [ Computer Literacy

®» G. Research Competency




Assessment process

Submission of a Portfolio of evidence for assessment

» Section 1: Intern Programme
» Section 2: Logbook
» A summary of the patient logbook - A minimum of 150 in prenatal, paediatric, and adult
genetics.
» Section 3: Discipline specific knowledge
» FEvidence of genetic, scientific, medical and counselling knowledge.
» Section 4: Assignments
» FEvidence of problem based learning (PBL), presentations, tests and examinations.
» Section 5: Ongoing Assessments
» Self-assessments
» Trainer's and supervisor's appraisals
» Three written case reports (2000-3000 words) highlighting an ethical, medical and
psychosocial issue respectively.
» A reflective piece (2000-3000 words) based on a recording (voice or video)
» Section 6: Research experience
» Absfract of the research report
» Section 7: Final assessment by training facility
» Section 8: Evaluation of the intern experience




Conftfinuing Education Units (CEUs)

» Continually update professional knowledge and skills

» Continuing Professional Development programme

» 30 Continuing Education Units (CEUs) per twelve-month period

» Five of the units must be on ethics, human rights and medical law

» 24 months

HPCSAm
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SA, UK, Australia — Reciprocity

» Applications from foreign individuals to work as Genetic Counsellors in South Africa
» Applications from South African Genetic Counsellors to the UK or Australia

= The agreement:

» work in South Africa for a period of six months under the supervision of a registered genetic
counsellor.

» Counselling supervision with an appropriately trained supervisor,

» |ndividual and group supervision in accordance with the UK guidelines
» Fvidence of 6 month work experience
» Fvidence of counselling supervision

» Written piece comparing genetic counselling practice between the home country and South
Africa

» Three references

» Newly qualified genetic counsellors will be required to complete an additional 12
month internship. Genetic Counsellors with 2 or more years of experience will not be
required to do any additional internship training.
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Southern African Soeiety for Human Genetics
GENETIC COUNSELLORS SOUTH AFRICA BEE" [ b"
home | membership | documents & links | photos | jobs & vacancies | congresses
Abﬂ ut US The Southern African Society for Human Genetics (SASHG) is a
non-profit organization for health care professionals involved and leigh. gaskellé;nﬂ.eem
interested in human or medical genetics. Shelley Macaulay
The GC-SA is an informal subgroup of the SASHG that are dedicated to promoting the Our aims are
Genetic Counselling profession in South Africa.
s to promote and advance the s toarrange conferences and
practice and science of human symposia
and medical genetics in
Dur Guals Southern Africa « toinitiate contact with similar
organizations in other parts of e W
» to facilitate contact between the world e
» Increase awareness of the Genetic Counselling Profession in South Africa and persons in the diferent N e
; branches of human and medical « to practice its affairs in a non- . S
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s Maintain a high standard of training that remains internationally recognised o mainiain the highest ethical Frimneny manner
* Continue the development of qualified genetic counsellors z::;;‘:fs'?:;':gﬂ;f:';:afds in all
* Dedication to research in South Africa
» Accessibility of genetic counselling to all communities in South Africa Armeline Lot S,

* Good quality service standards - professional guidelines, advice and support for
practicing genetic counsellors

» Active dialogue of relevant topics that impact genetic counselling - human genetics,
genetic testing, bioethics, funding

s Advocates for patients and their support groups
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Committee

Makita Laing (HPC SA)
Noelene Kinsley: Chair nakita.laing[atjuct.ac.za
noelenelatigeneticcounselling.co.za 032 214 6537
noelenefatlgreenmail.co.za

032 547 5720 Shelley Macaulay (SASHG)

0116738 5969 shelley.macaulay[atinhls.ac.za
011 4309243
Caryn Todd (KZN)

caryn.toddatlomail.com Suretha Erasmus (Gauteng)

032 056 60449 surethalatlgeneticcounselling.co.za
082 375 1118

Frieda Loubser (Western Cape) 011782 6769 /011 678 5069

frieda.loubserfatigmail.com
0332254289 Amber Ross | Student)

sinead.amber.ross[atigmail.com
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Certification

e South African Qualifications Authority (SAQA) Document: Genetic Counselling
* HPCSA: Standards of Practice (SOP) for Genetic Counsellors (PDF)

e [nternship Training Document: Included in the SOP for Genetic Counsellors

e HPCSA: Qualification for Registration of Medical Scientist (PDF)

* HPCSA: Qualification for Registration of Interns in Medical Science (PDF)

* HPCSA: Registration of Students on Medical Science (PDF)

* Board of Healthcare Funders (PCNS): Registration for Practice Number (PDF)



